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profession in a strong point of view. By the Lunacy Act it is
rendered imperative that certificates of the condition of the

lunatic should be signed by two legally-qualified practitioners.
The importance of enforcing this proper safeguard can scarcely
he over-estimated. The Commissioners of Lunacy have scrupu-
lously endeavoured to strictly enforce it in all cases. So 

much so, indeed, has this been the fact, that a certificate was 

lately rejected from an eminent physician practising in Paris,
who, though, no doubt, otherwise qualified, was not legally
entitled to sign it. It would seem, however, whether from

ignorance or otherwise, that the signing of certificates in

lunacy by unqualified practitioners has become a common prac-
tice. No less than three advertisements appeared in The

Times on Monday last, from persons who had so offended. The

Commissioners had stayed the legal proceedings against them
on condition of the public acknowledgment of their error. This

it was, no doubt, thought, would act as a preventative from
similar misdemeanours from the future. We trust that such

may be the case; the fact cannot be too widely or generally
circulated.

Under a complete system of registration, it is difficult to

suppose that such cases could occur, but with twenty-two
bodies in the kingdom empowered to grant licences or confer
diplomas, the incentives to evade the law by unprincipled
persons is strong, relying, as they do, upon the difficulty of
detection. Medical reform is constantly proving itself to be a

public as well as a professional necessity.

DINNER GIVEN AT LYONS BY THE MEDICAL
PROFESSION TO M. RICORD.

Tms eminent surgeon has just been the object of the most
enthusiastic demonstration which has ever gladdened the heart
of any member of our profession. The medical body of Lyons
had for some time been anxious to pay, in a magnificent
manner, a tribute of admiration to this accomplished,
ingenious, and original discoverer, of whom France is

justly proud; and our brethren had the gratification of

seeing, on the 10th ult., the great specialist sitting at
their hospitable board, surrounded by hundreds of friends,
admirers, and pupils. Many professional practitioners of
high standing had repaired to Lyons on the occasion, and
the meeting was one well calculated to impress the mind with
the highest esteem for the entire medical family. Nothing,
indeed, could exceed the sympathy and good-will existing
amongst the guests, and the frank and universal admiration
felt by all for the man who, by dint of labour, genius, and
perseverance, has thrown such vivid light on a branch of our
science which bad hitherto been surrounded by the most per-
plexing obscurity. The enthusiasm displayed could hardly,
however, have been so complete, had not M. Ricord succeeded,
during his long, honourable, and brilliant career, in making a
great many friends by his extremely kind and arable deport-
ment, by his readiness to assist his professional brethren in
every possible way, and by his alacrity in communicating, in
the most winning manner, those valuable doctrines which his
keen powers of analysis and synthetic genius have laid down
for the ultimate benefit of the community.

It may easily be imagined that, after a dinner of this kind,
the toasts were of the most ardent character. M. Diday, of
Lyons, a former pupil of M. Ricord, and himself a great orna-
ment of the new school, delivered an address, in which he
mingled the most affectionate sentiments with a sketch of the
great services rendered by his master to the profession and
humanity at large. M. Diday concluded by wishing to his
eminent instructor long life and happiness, " in the name of
the relief afforded to so much suffering, of so many prejudices
eradicated and destroyed, of so much quackery unveiled and
rendered powerless; in the name of syphilography replaced in
the front rank amongst the noble branches of the healing irt,

of medical police, which has become a real social guarantee;
in the name of so much mercury philanthropically restored to
industrial purposes; in the name of so many medical men
forcibly enlightened by this luminous focus, whether they turn
their backs or their faces to it. Long life, finally, to him
whose name is associated with one of the most useful and com.

plete revolutions which have ever taken place in the medical
world. "

Amongst the other complimentary addresses was one by the
representative of the students, who concluded by saying:
" We are proud, Sir, that you have come to enjoy in this city
the popularity which follows you everywhere. You have

acquired it by genius which creates, teaching which enlightens,
and kindness which fosters; these are three meteors which the
medical alumni greet and see shining in your person." 
M. Ricord answered with his usual flow of lively, powerful,

stirring eloquence, which electrified the whole assemblage.
, Last, but not least, M. Venot, of Bordeaux, rose and sung
verses composed in honour of the eminent host; these were
extremely well received, and embodied, in a witty strain, the
points of the doctrines held up by M. Ricord, and the discom.
fiture of opponents.
The students present having expressed a wish that M. Ricord

should give a lecture on the next day, before leaving Lyons, the
professor kindly consented. On the following morning a vast
concourse had assembled in the large room of the Faculty, and
there M. Ricord kept his audience in almost breathless attention
for nearly two hours, while he gave a most graphic and vivid
sketch of the whole range of his doctrines, the polemical por-
tion of the address being of the most courteous and becoming
character. We heartily congratulate our Lyons brethren on
the admirable spirit of sympathy existing amongst them, and
on the worthy manner in which they have paid homage to
one of the most eminent and universally-esteemed members of
our noble profession.

MB. WHITE ON THE DWELLINGS OF THE POOR.-Mr.
White, medical officer for the district of Sherborne, Dorset,
has forwarded to us a communication on the necessity for
improvement in the dwellings of the poor in that and neigh-
bouring counties, if the physical and social condition of the
labouring population is to be improved. We regret we have
not space for more than an extract or two from his remarks,
which are very forcible, and evidently disinterested, and
prompted by the warmest humanity. He says :-"There
cannot be the shadow of a doubt that vast numbers of the
labourers-indeed, the majority of them-resort to the beer-
house to seek for that which their own homes afford them not
- comfort-after their daily toil, returning home, as they do,
fatigued, often drenched with rain, having not a second gar-
ment for a change, no hearth, scarcely any fire to dry their
saturated clothes, which, for the most part, are suffered to
remain on, for the wet to exude and evaporate.......Beneath the
feet of the labourer are damp floors, and around him rough
unmortared walls, old rotten window-casements readily ad-
mitting the cold wind and wet, a tattered roof, which not un-
frequently acts as a shower-bath; indeed, there is every
misery to drive the labourer from, and nothing to reconcile
him to spend his evenings at his home with his family. Thus
the labouring man, although naturally vigorous, is worn away
under the malign influence of the evils I have but faintly por-
trayed......It does appear to me a manifest inconsistency to
expect much from the lower orders ivhilst their real wants
are so shamefully overlooked.......I humbly suggest the pro-
priety of building substantial cottages, if possible, upon
elevated and dry ground, with a sufficiency of garden-plat to
enable each tenant to raise sufficient vegetables for his own
consumption. I scarcely know what obstacle can come in the
way to prevent it; it would be a strong incentive to the
labourer to be industrious, and spend his leisure hours at
home. He would then have, as it were, an interest in the
stake ; he would be deriving substantial benefit ; he would
doubtless make a better servant, and would not be so prone to
change his situation for the consideration of an additional
shilling a week to his wages.......If this great desideratum
could be achieved, the calendars at assizes and sessions would
soon fall short of their numbers-tho gaols would be com-
paratively empty-tiae unions known only by name-the poor-
rates diminished&mdash;the medical establishments almost useless-
and other expensive cettaches done away with. In concluding
this appeal, I beg to observe that I have no ostentatious
motives-no sinister or ulterior interests in view ; on the con-
trary, such a proceeding is wholly and diametrically opposed
to my own pecuniary interests."


